LARKSPUR NA

GENERAL MEETING 

04.24.08, 7:00 PM

Bend Senior Center Conference Room
Board/Committee Members present:


Misa Olsen, Tamara Houston, Janet Ainardi, Kit Dickey, Laura Mitchell, Holly Scott, Allan Polachowsi
Number of people in attendance:  35 (16 members, 12 new members, 7 non-members)
7:00 pm:

Call to Order/Introductions:

· Board members introduced themselves and explained what their positions were
· Upcoming events were announced with request for volunteers
Presentations:

7:20 pm:

Crime Statistics:  Officer Brian Hindel presented statistics for the Larkspur area.  Highlights included:  vehicle break-ins are on the rise; NE Bend seems to have one of the highest crime rates in the City; Gang activity, while not a problem yet, will be in the future.  BPD is being pro-active and cataloging possible gang-related activity for future reference; Drug use in the schools is on the rise; Due to local ordinances, the problem with homeless/panhandlers is difficult for officers to address; The public is encouraged to use the non-emergency number to report activities that do not warrant 911 (suspicious activities, etc.).  The number is 693-6911.
8:00 pm:

Real Estate trends:  Tom Greene, President of the Central Oregon Association of Realtors, presented current real estate trends for SE Bend.  The average time on the market for houses in SE Bend is less than the rest of Bend at 145 days.  40% of listed houses sell.  There are currently over 1000 houses now on the market in Bend—far more than in recent years.  Tom stated that Bend does not follow the national trend, but feels that prices will rebound.  There are currently 300 houses listed under $300,000.
8:20 pm:


Appraisal advise:  Cal Gabert, Certified Residential Appraiser with the Bratton Appraisal Group, went 


over what appraisers look for when appraising a house.  He advised keeping things in good working 


order, making sure things are neat, with fresh paint, no messes.  The appraisal method his company 


employs uses the averaged price of comparable houses to figure worth.  

8:30 pm:
Ponderosa Park:  Erin Bennett, Park Steward, answered questions regarding Ponderosa Park’s planned changes.  She had several maps and other visuals for attendees to look at.  Changes include

skate park, adding BMX area, paving over land for additional parking and added athletic areas

Adjourn:  Allan adjourned the meeting.
*Next Board Meeting is May 13th at the Bend Senior Center*

* Next Membership Meeting is October 2008 at the Bend Senior Center *

